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              ²ƛƴǘŜǊ tǊŜǾƛŜǿ нлму-нлмф 

 

                           IŜŀǾȅ ǎƴƻǿ ƛƴ Yƛǧȅ IŀǿƪΣ WŀƴǳŀǊȅ пΣ нлму 

Despite our location near the ocean, eastern North Carolina frequently has bouts of 
severe winter weather and cold. One such bout occurred in January of 2018. A pro-
longed period of Arctic air led to record-breaking low temperatures, with readings as 
cold as ï2 degrees in Washington and ï1 in Greenville. Two significant snow events 
occurred during the first 18 days of January, 2018,  with each event producing up to 
8 to 10 inches of snow, accompanied by strong winds and bitter cold. 
 
These type of winter events produce very hazardous conditions across eastern North 
Carolina. Before a winter storm strikes, you should make sure your home, office and 
vehicles have the supplies you need. Roads often become very treacherous and sec-
ondary roads are often untreated immediately after a storm. Always carefully plan 
your travel and check the latest weather reports. Make sure to winterize your vehicle.  
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Following this snow, a record breaking duration of extreme cold developed over the 
area with many spots remaining below freezing for several days. During the mornings 
of January 6th  and  7th extreme low temperatures were observed over the region with 
Greenville reaching 1 degree elow zero, Washington 2 degrees below and Williamston 
3 degrees below zero. The duration of the cold air led to many coastal sounds and riv-
ers freezing over.  

Last winter season started out quite mild with above normal temperatures through 
late December, then a dip in the jet stream over the eastern U.S. allowed much colder 
air to spread south into the region. With cold air in place, the area experienced a sig-
nificant winter storm on January 3rd through the 4th. As deepening low pressure ap-
proached from the south, widespread rain mixed with sleet and snow began early on 
January 3rd and gradually transitioned to all snow before ending early on January 4th.  
The heaviest snow fell inland and over northern areas, but even the coast had measur-
able snow. Due to very cold air in wake of the storm many roads remained snow and 
ice covered for days leading to significant travel difficulties. 
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Another significant winter storm impacted the area January 17th and 18th. Rapidly 
deepening low pressure off the Outer Banks produced snow over the region with the 
northeast sections seeing the heaviest amounts. Near blizzard conditions developed 
over the northern Outer banks where snowfall reached 8 to 10 inches and strong winds 
produced large drifts up to 3 feet in spots.  
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The winter conditions quickly departed in February with much above normal tempera-
tures observed over the area. In March a minor winter event occurred on the 12th to 
13th as low pressure moved offshore of the coast. Snowfall ranged from a trace to 
around 1 inch in spots, however impacts were minor as ground temperatures were 
above freezing.  
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Temperature Forecast 
 

¶ Warmer-than-normal conditions are anticipated across much of the northern and 
western U.S., with the greatest likelihood in Alaska and from the Pacific Northwest 
to the Northern Plains. 

¶ The Southeast, Tennessee Valley, Ohio Valley and Mid-Atlantic all have equal 
chances for below, near or above-average temperatures. 

¶ No part of the U.S. is favored to have below-average temperatures. 

The official Winter Weather Outlook from the Climate Prediction Center (CPC) has 
been issued, and it calls for a mild winter for most of the county. You may have no-
ticed warmer and more rainy conditions than usual across the Southeast than usual 
this fall. The atmosphere is transitioning to an El Nino pattern. What is El Nino you 
may ask? Itôs when the tropical Pacific Ocean waters become warmer than normal 
off the western coast of South America. This will naturally cause a change in the 
weather pattern as the jet stream shifts farther south across the southern half of the 
country, and therefore increases the amount of moisture. As a result of this pattern, 
storms tend to develop along the Deep South/Gulf States and Southeast which then 
move toward Eastern NC bringing wetter and cooler conditions. But, this El Nino is 
expected to be weak, which can bring a mix of below, near, or above normal temper-
atures across North Carolina. 

                                                  .ȅ .Ŝƭ aŜƭŜƴŘŜȊΣ aŜǘŜƻǊƻƭƻƎƛǎǘ  

https://www.noaa.gov/media-release/winter-outlook-favors-warmer-temperatures-for-much-of-us

